











Saint Vincent Neuorsurgeon Returns from

Saving Lives in Iraq War Zone

ast October, Saint Vincent neuro-
Lsurgeon Wm. Paul Diefenbach was
doing what he always does—

performing surgery at Saint Vincent. Fast
forward to a few weeks later, where he was
saving lives in Iraq at a makeshift hospital
that was once one of Saddam Hussein’s air
force bases.

Dr. Diefenbach, a colonel in the Army
Reserve, recently returned from active
duty in the Medical Corps. He was on a
90-day Boots on the Ground (BOG)
rotation, operating at the Air Force
Theater Hospital, 50 miles from Baghdad.

According to Dr. Diefenbach, the
medical team at the hospital provided care
to injured soldiers and stabilized them so
that they could be air-evacuated to Land-
stuhl, Germany before coming back to the
U.S. Four years ago, Dr. Diefenbach
served at Landstuhl Regional Medical
Center. The team also provided care to
detainees, Iraqi soldiers, police and civilians.

“The hardest part of being there was living
in a war zone region ... knowing that there
are bad guys on the other side of the ‘wire’
who want to kill you,” Dr. Diefenbach said.

Dr. Diefenbach said most injuries
occurred primarily from improvised
explosive devices (IEDs) and gunshot
wounds. To put his Iraq experience into
perspective, the base where he served is
nicknamed “Mortaritaville” because it
endures one to three mortar attacks daily.

“We were protected by predator drones
flying overhead and naval C-RAM
structures, which fire 3,500 to 4,000
rounds of explosives per minute,” said Dr.
Diefenbach. “When attacks occurred, we
had to take cover in a protected area and
put on our ‘battle rattle, which is protective
body armor.”

All'T did was fix broken soldiers.

— Wn. PauL DierenBacH, M.D., Saint Vincent neurosurgeon

Dr. Wm. Paul Diefenbach is a neurosurgeon
at Saint Vincent. He recently served 9o days
in Iraq, providing care to injured soldiers at
the Air Force Theater Hospital, just 5o miles
outside of Baghdad.

Providing medical care to the injured
soldiers was clearly a meaningful experience
for Dr. Diefenbach.

“Basically, I was an old man serving in a
war being fought by young people. I have a
lot of respect and admiration for what they
are doing. They are putting their lives on
the line to help the Iragis gain security of
their country so we can leave,” he said. “All

I did was fix broken soldiers.” 4

For more information about Saint Vincent Neurosciences, please call

814-452-5500 or 800-326-8080.

www.saintvincenthealth.com



*69€S-25h-171g 11D ‘paAjoAu] 198 10 Blow uied)
0] ‘weiSoid 133)}UN)OA JUBIqIA B SBY JUIIUIA Jules

*94BJ 213S110Y JO WNNUIuod e Jo A1sAlp

9y} ul 92Ud)]9IX3 puk uolssedwod 0} pal}LWWOD pue |je

0] 9A0] Suljeay s,poo SulSuliq 0} paledIpap SIdAISaIed Jo

Ajjunwwod e s| walsAS yjesH JuaduiA Juies ‘ejueAajAsuuad SIU2A3 [e122dS SNOLIEA PUSLIE O) UONEIAU] |
uI93SaMyHoN Jo ydasof jules Jo si193s1S ay3l Aq pasidsul ,.

UOISSIN JUDUIA Jules 3yl _/_;

4 Teafom noysnoryp

12U SSIUIL]
1UDUTA 1UTES Y1 IE PIIAJO 2181 PRAUNOISI(] I
SE— Y .. / Jf..// _. doyg Y1) 1uaduIA JUTES 9T UT 3UN0SSTP 1U201d 07 |
: ’.._ _l/ ._ / ’, W $250Y] 9Je)) 18 2900 Areyuowrrjdwoy) g
el Supjred sor1 |
. e :9pN[OUT S1221UN[OA 01 SIYIUDG
“191U97) YIEdH Ay Inoysnory
153191uT £19A3 10J suonIsod 1991UNJOA SE [[M SE ‘SINTANIOE
Surster-puny pue d1AD [e100s JUIPN[OUT VUDUTA IUTES
1 1921un[0A 01 sanrunizoddo snordwnu are 1Y,
"W} JWES Y} 1B SPAU
Teo1sdyd pue [euonows umo mox arousdy 3uop nok
a1ns oq asn[ "paau ur A[rwrej € 10§ sAqeq ‘sanrunizoddo
1991UN[OA INO 322G "SIOqUIdW A[IWE] PUE SPUSLI O
u2s1] 01 own a3k, 's1opo Surdppy 4q jpsmod dppg
“11 PIAT2221 OYM 2SO} UBY 123U0]
PRAI] ST2qUISW Y2INYD MO[[2J 01 11oddns [eos pue
[euonows papraord oym s1203-yoypd I9p[o 1EY) Punoj
(Bojoruo4a5) fo sppuanof oy “SUTAIII UBYY 19119q ]
uoAd Aewr urarry ‘uedsoyi[ 1oy pasearour Apueoyrusis
sToquaw Arunwwod 10 spuany A[rurej 01 11oddns
[E100s 10 [eUOTIOWd 2AES OYM 3501 Apnis auo uf
“SuiSe Ayipeay ur 10108y £o3 ® 9q
01 UMOT[S U229 SEY “[unururod mMoA Uy PaAJoAUT
3uma3 se yons ‘aroddns [erog “poo3 (295 nok

as[ew By 210U Op Ued puey Jurdppy e Surpud

FEEIINTYY:198U07 9AIT ‘910N 9AID

WzZE9 13ded 3|qe|>£>3y uo pajuid @

V'S oY Ul pPAUL 010 ©

‘uer1sAyd [euosiad ® yim woneINSu0d 10§
21MIMSqNS € SE 10U “T[eAY I121 01 1udunIad
$102(qNs 1NOQe SIOPEAT 21LINPI 01 PAPUAUT
ST 19119[SMAU SI) UT UONBWIIOJUT o] 12IU))
[I[ea] 1U2dUIA JuTeg £q T84 B 901M1
paysiqnd st s7p724 “YuadUIA JuTES WOIJ
ourzeey (I[ES] poon) y

181U3) YNeay]
JUSDUIA JUIES ¥7S91 Vd g J0lIpy ‘SIMI7 BJIUOW

aivd 1901 C7 19 TET r—l.zmuzs

38e1504 SN _'9pdoad 1va.1 01 moq mouy ap
810 1youduoy I2)Ud)) YI[ed] JUDUIA Jureg _ _/_ Zm




